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1.  June 2 Early Release  - Transitions 
Today’s Early Release was focused on transition discussions within and across buildings.  We 
created a guiding questions document for staff in order to frame transition discussions for the 
purpose of conversation in setting the stage for teaching at grade-level next year. Virtual 
transition discussions between 8th grade teachers and the high school also took place this 
afternoon.  In addition, SEL facilitator teams met to sketch out the focus topics for next year's 
four Early Release Professional Development sessions and began to lay out the content for 
the first session in December.  We are excited to have begun the work for next year around 
important transitioning and Social Emotional Learning for the new school year. 

 
2.  MCAS 

MCAS testing continues to progress throughout the school district.  In visiting each school over 
the past week, it is clear we have the appropriate infrastructure and support in place for all 
students, including our remote learners to properly facilitate the testing.  We will use these 
assessments and data as ways to gauge and reflect on student learning and progress over the 
past year and inform our work moving forward. 
 

3.  COVID Safety 
As we wrap up the school year, this is a reminder that mitigation strategies including masking and 
social distancing are still required for inside of our K-12 buildings.  If outside of buildings, masks are not 
required for our K-12 students.  Additionally, as the days warm up, schools will be working to provide 
mask breaks, utilizing the outdoor tents and providing additional water for rooms and buildings that do 
not have air conditioning.  We will continue to keep our communities posted on any changes that arise 
before the end of the school year. 

 
4.  Class of 2021 

Congratulations to the Class of 2021 for finishing up their year this past week.  We thank you 
for your added efforts, versatility, patience and flexibility over the past sixteen months in 
navigating so many changes associated with learning, college applications and rites of 
passage.  You have all gained an enhanced toolset as you move on to the next phase in your 
lives.  Thank you to our incredible High School staff and faculty for shepherding this class 
through a very difficult time period and continually finding ways to engage each and every 
learner and seeing them through to their successful finish.  And to our families and parents - 
we are tremendously grateful for your support of your children and our work with them to see 
them to this successful finish. 

 


